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What is an onchain organization?

- An organization that use smart contracts or has some other onchain 
presence.

- Classification similar to virtual organizations and autonomous 
enterprises, i.e. not an entity type, but a qualitative descriptor.

- A “post-DAO” org design paradigm.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virtual_organization
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2023/03/16/the-autonomous-enterprise-is-closer-than-you-think/?sh=29ab83d4157a
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2023/03/16/the-autonomous-enterprise-is-closer-than-you-think/?sh=29ab83d4157a


Drawing from the DAO movement

- DAOs are mostly concerned with using smart contracts to 
decentralize collective agency.

- But smart contracts are agnostic to centralized or decentralized 
applications.

- Onchain orgs are a generalization of DAOs, beyond ideology of 
decentralization.





Beyond decentralization
 ...what are the value props for smart contracts?

- Transparency: Organizational activity is publicly 
auditable (ideals vs. imperatives). 

- Interoperability: Organizational mechanisms can plug into 
the onchain economy. 

- Autonomy: Organizational infrastructure is not 
siloed to proprietary SaaS, which is more liable to 
deprecate.



Examples of smart contracts

DAOhaus 
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body
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Define and 
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onchain

Grants Stack 

Run grants 
programs

Safe 

Create joint 
accounts and 
committees

https://daohaus.club/
https://www.hatsprotocol.xyz/
https://www.gitcoin.co/grants-stack
https://safe.global/


Combining smart contracts

- Legos for organization design.

- Different but complementary uses (using a Safe multisig to run a 
grant round with Grants Stack).

- Variety of apps and interfaces, but underlying smart contracts are 
more enduring than traditional SaaS.



Example: Community Oversight
An example of using smart contracts to enable a 
community to elect and check its representatives.

Full article: What Are Onchain Organizations?

https://solosalon.clinamenic.com/5




Full article: The Failsafe Committee

https://solosalon.clinamenic.com/3
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